Living in Down Under: Vegemite, Kangaroos and Covid-19

Last summer holidays I suddenly got the message that I have the opportunity to do a reverse exchange. That meant in less than one month Zara, my partner from Australia, was going to spend 8 weeks here with me. I was so excited and I started planning the activities I wanted to do with her. At the airport I got to know Ida, Klara, Charlotte and Jonas. Four Germans of my age who were also taking part in the reverse exchange, and who would also go to visit Immanuel College in Australia with me. Zara and I got to know each other quickly and we had a lot of fun together. We visited many Christmas Markets, went skiing, made Christmas cookies....but I am sure Zara is going to tell you about that in her report.

On Febr. 14th 2020 it was time to say goodbye to my friends and family. I was so excited about the fact that I was going to see Zara again and having the opportunity to get to know her life in Australia. Unfortunately, we had complications on the plane from Dubai to Adelaide, so we had to fly back and spend one night in the airport hotel in Dubai. I shared a room with Vanessa and it was a real adventure. The moment we landed in Australia after more than 30 hours of travelling, we were really excited and looking forward to everything to come. Luckily Ida, Klara Charlotte, Jonas and I already knew our exchange partners. Finally, I had Zara back. The moment I met my whole host family I knew it was going to be an amazing time. I felt so welcome and I had a lot in common with her siblings. I spent a lot of time with my host sister Ruby. She taught me playing traditional Australian Football and I tried to teach her soccer, but I learnt quickly that she was better than me. My two host brothers George and Fergus were so lovely to me and I enjoyed spending time with them. Saying goodbye to my host siblings at the end of the exchange was really hard and I miss them a lot.

Compared to the other German exchange students the situation was a little bit different. My exchange partner Zara and her sister Ruby were boarders. That meant they were living in the Boarding House next to the school. Tiffany, Mitch, George and Fergus live 380km away in the country town called Port Augusta. I lived in their house in Adelaide with my host mum Tiffany while Zara stayed overnight in the Boarding House. It took about 5 minutes to walk to school and there I met Zara and her adorable friends at the huge campus every morning. At first it was really different to wear the school uniform, but after some days I got used to it, and I really enjoyed wearing my school dress.

In school I had some subjects like Psychology, Maths and Studies of Religion together with Zara. At first I was a little bit scared about going to school, but I made so many new friends and I really enjoyed spending time with them. I also took part in English, Photography and PE. When we played Badminton in PE I was a little bit nervous, because of the fact that you need a partner to play with. But I got to know Austin, who I learnt was a really sportive, friendly and funny person. We played many Badminton Battles against each other and made jokes about each other’s skills. We´re still in contact and I know I found a really good friend in him.

I usually spent recess with Zara and her friends who were also living in the Boarding House. I recognized quickly that food in school is really different there. I won’t forget the one day we had pancakes with cream and chocolate sauce for recess. When we had lunch I always caught up with the other Germans Klara, Ida and Charlotte. We sometimes planned our afternoon in the city, or at the beach together or sometimes just talked about Australian life. After Lunch everybody still had 2 lessons, after that school finished at 3.25pm for everyone, I really liked this part of the school system. After that you had so many opportunities at Immanuel College. You could take Music classes, take part in sport activities or go in any club. I always took part in Hip Hop on Wednesday afternoons with the other German Exchange Students and went to volleyball training on Friday mornings before school. When we didn´t have other plans Zara and I spent our time together in the Boarding House. I got to know the three girls she was living with in her unit well. It was such a new and really interesting experience to be part of Boarding School. At 5 pm Zara always had Study Time. So all Boarders had to go to their study centre and stay there for two hours without their phone to do their homework. So I usually left Boarding House at 5 pm and walked home. At home I would go for a run, relax in the pool, walk around in the Neighbourhood, take photos or do some work for school.

On the weekend my host family planned really cool activities with me and we were always really busy. I liked that a lot and I am so thankful for all the opportunities. We travelled to Sydney and I learned to surf at Manly Beach. I saw the Opera House and we went to the popular Bondi Beach. In addition to that, we visited an Australian farm and I saw free living kangaroos. I took part in a swimming carnival to raise money for the bushfires and did a sunset boat trip. I also took part in an Ocean & Outback Trip organised by „Bayerischer Jugendring“. We saw breathtaking beaches, swam with dolphins and watched the stars at night.  Unfortunately, we got a message that we had to leave earlier because of Covid-19, during the camp. We were very disappointed. The difficult part was after coming home from the trip, we didn´t know when the organisation was going to get flights, so they told us to be packed all the time. We knew about the horrible situation around the rest of the world and it started slowly becoming like that in Australia. There weren´t many students at school anymore and we had to keep social distance all the time. The Boarding House closed and my host mum decided to go in self isolation for our own health for my last week.

Plans like visiting Melbourne and Kangaroo Island as well as celebrating Easter together were suddenly not possible anymore.

Because of the Covid-19 situation around the world we had to travel for about 40 hours to get home. I expected the travel to be awful, but it was really fun with all the other Germans. 

The exchange didn´t just give me the opportunity to make many new friends in Australia, I also made so many friends from the whole of Bavaria. As soon as I have the opportunity to go back to Australia and finish what I started, I definitely will. The kindness of all the people and the wonderful nature just made me feel at home. It was an amazing experience which taught me a lot. I would really like to say thank you to everyone who helped me making this dream come true. Everyone who is thinking about doing an exchange or travelling in another country, I can safely say just do it, I know it will be worth it.
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